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In this class we examine the history of education and civil rights in comparative perspective.  Together, our readings enable us to look at how these issues developed in the 1930s, 40s and 50s for African-Americans in a northern city (Dougherty, More than One Struggle) and in a legally segregated southern community (Walker, “Caswell County Training School”), for Latinos in several areas of the south and southwest (MacDonald, Latino Education in the U.S.), and for Asians in Seattle.  They also provide us with a basis for considering the significance of the Brown decision in rich historical context.  

Each of these studies in its own way complicates our understanding of racial segregation, educational equity and social justice in the twentieth century.  In the case of Caswell County, for example, despite a hostile political and social system, African-Americans managed to create a segregated black high school that was demonstrably better than the schools available to whites at the time, and that they were forced to give up when formal desegregation occurred there in 1969. In the case of Milwaukee, black leaders framed different issues and pursued different strategies for social justice at different times.  In many areas of the Southwest, as in Seattle and the Northwest, issues of racial segregation and injustice were not simply black and white, but multiracial.  

In light of these accounts, what do you see as the dilemmas of black, Latino and Asian leaders in the mid-20th century?  How do these accounts change or challenge your understanding of the Brown decision?   
